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BOOK REVIEWS 

IN CHARGE OF 

M. E. CAMERON, R.N. 

Dorland's American Pocket Medical Dictionary. 

Edited by W. A. Newman Dorland, M.D., editor American Illus- 
trated Medical Dictionary. Eighth Edition Revised and Enlarged. 
32mo. of 677 pp., 1913. Flexible leather, gold edges, $1.00 net; 
thumb index, $1.25 net. W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia, 
London. 

The eighth edition of this old friend gives us several hundred new 
words gathered from the various departments of medicine, surgery, 
laboratory methods, dentistry, veterinary medicine, and nursing, and 
constitutes a book of handy reference in all these subjects. 

Gould and Pyle's Pocket Cyclopedia op Medicine and Surgery. 
Second Edition. Revised and Enlarged. Edited by R. J. E. 
Scott, M.A., B.C.L., M.D., Formerly Attending Physician to 
De Milt Dispensary and to the Bellevue Dispensary. Author of 
The State Board Examination Series, Editor of Witthaus Essentials 
of Chemistry and Toxicology and Hughes Practice of Medicine. Price 
$1.00. P. Blakiston's Sons, Philadelphia. 

The second edition of this little book is based on the second edition of 
the Gould and Pyle Cyclopedia from which it is abridged. 

The White Linen Nurse. By Eleanore Hallowell Abbot. Price 
$1.00. The Century Company, New York. 

Setting aside other objections to this remarkable book, it seems rea- 
sonable that nurses should object to the lack of verisimilitude in the 
picture presented, in the opening chapters, of the result of a three 
years' training, which seems in some way to have produced only the 
antithesis of what its character-forming and disciplining experiences 
should produce. 

When and where did ever such a superintendent of nurses exist as 
the one on whom the curtain rises and falls, the creature of mean, in- 
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triguing, self-centered, and secretive passion, who is perfectly willing to 
boost up the wild screaming hysteric pupil just long enough to get rid of 
her by handing her a diploma and sending her out to battle with the 
world. Superintendents of many kinds exist, but it is not believable 
that a superintendent could remain "on the job" who could explain in 
calm confidence the sudden mental abberation of one of her pupils: 
"She hasn't slept for a fortnight; nor touched a drop of fopd or drink as 
far as I can make out, except just black coffee. I've been expecting this 
breakdown for some days. " Then for the suggestion of ineptitude con- 
veyed in the summing-up of the graduating class: "They're a set of in- 
grates. Spend your life trying to teach them what to do and how to do 
it! Cram ideas into those that haven't got any, and yank ideas out of 
those that have got too many! Refine them, toughen them, scold them, 
coax them and everlastingly drill and discipline them! And then, just 
when you get them to a place where they move like clockwork, and you 
actually believe you can trust them, then graduation day comes round, 
and they think they're all safe — and every single individual member of 
the class breaks out and runs amuck, with the one dare-devil deed she's 
been itching to do every day the past three years. " Given a superin- 
tendent who thus declares herself a pessimist in soul and mind, the 
frantic outbreak of protestation in her pupil is the logical sequence. 
Hence Rae, "with shrewish emphasis:" "My face is all worn out trying 
to look alike. My cheeks are almost sprung with artificial smiles! My 
eyes are fairly bulging with unshed tears! My nose aches like a tooth- 
ache trying never to turn up at anything! I'm smothered with the dis- 
cipline of it! I'm choked with the affectation. I tell you I just can't 
breathe through a trained nurse's face any more! I tell you, sir, I'm 
sick to death of being a type. I want to look like myself \ I want to 
see what Life could do to a silly face like mine — if I ever got the chance ! 
When other women are crying I want the fun of crying! When other 
women look scared to death I want the fun of looking scared to death ! 
I won't be a nurse! I tell you, I won't! I won't!" Of course one's 
sympathy is with the little nurse pupil and one is minded to tell the 
superintendent to "go to" and read the legend of the man who cleaned 
his house of the seven devils, swept it, and garnished it, and left it empty — 
only, as we remarked before, where shall we find such a superintendent? 
There is, however, enough of truth in the characters for us to identify 
the caricatures, and exaggerated and grotesque though the presentation, 
we are fain to confess our recognition of some of the grave faults that 
exist in our system of training. 



